
 

 

Debate Code of Conduct 
 
 
In order for the debate to comply with the law and with the Civil Service Code, 
you must not enter:  
 

• Party political material. The Downing Street website is a Government 
site. Party political content cannot be published, under the normal rules 
governing the Civil Service. 

• potentially libellous, false, or defamatory statements;  

• information that may be protected by an injunction or court order;  

• material that is potentially confidential, commercially sensitive, or which 
may cause personal distress or loss;  

• any commercial endorsement, promotion of any product, service or 
publication;  

• the names of individual officials of public bodies, unless they are part of 
the senior management of those organisations;  

• the names of family members of elected representatives or officials of 
public bodies;  

• the names of individuals, or information where they may be identified, 
in relation to criminal accusations;  

• language which is offensive, intemperate, or provocative. This not only 
includes obvious swear words and insults, but any language to which 
people reading it could reasonably take offence. Our objective is 
encourage constructive debate focusing on substantive arguments 
articulated succinctly, from a neutral perspective and free from 
personal abuse. 
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